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not well authenticated, we still find sufficient to corroborate
our estimate of this very singular and exceptional character,
and in her parentage and the circumstances that developed her
talents, a clew to much that otherwise would appear unex-
plainable.
The Felix family is of German - Rhenish origin, though
Rachel's father, a Frenchman, was born in Metz. Abraham
Felix Studied in his youth with the object of becoming a rab-
bi, but subsequently forsook sacred lore for .an avocation sug-
gested by necessity, and became a traveling peddler. A man
of a rather superior order of intellect, considering hia position
in society, and the few opportunities afforded him for its de-
velopment, of sound judgment and strong mind, he has never-
theless been accused of displaying in his manners the vanity
and self-sufficiency of the parvenu, and of being another in-
stance of the fact that, whenever pecuniary interests are in
question, the Jew blood is instantly on the alert, and justice
and reason are unceremoniously sacrificed to the love of gain.
He may be described as one of those men who, slow and me-
thodical to a fault, and usually governed by good sense, are yet
apt to give way to moments of anger, the fury of which is so
ungovernable as to terrify the members of their households
into a state of mute submission until the storm subsides—men
who contradict, irritate, and worry the weak who are in their
power, and, in so doing, lash themselves into the most unrea-
sonable rages. This, however, in the case of Eachel's father,
happened but seldom; for, though severe, he was generally
strictly just. Whatever might ^ be the pride he felt in his
daughter, he never joined with her mother, brother, and sisters
in their sifly and exaggerated encomiums of her talent. He
never hesitated to blame openly what he did not approve, and
his praise was the more valuable from the caution with which
it was bestowed. His taste and instinctive knowledge of dra-
matic art would have done honor to a veteran stager, and to
his jndiciotE advice Rachel was perhaps indebted for much of
her success. Indeed, she inherited from him so many of the
most striking points of her character, that some knowledge of
the father's is necessary to gain a clew to the daughter's.
Of Rachel's mother, Esther Haya Felix, it may be sufficient

